our defireis, that thou mayeſt 
inthe fear-of God, and thy Couneil: we 
ech thes and thy Council to read theſe follows 
inctender Bowel and Compaſſion to read them 

| paſſion to your fouls, and 
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ſheep for the ſlaughter; and now we are bruiſed; ſtoned, pri- 
ſoned, men and women knocked down, trodden down in the 
ſtreets, and dirt crumbled in our mouths; the ſimple, innocent 
and harmleſs, that envies no man upon the earth, cannot paſs 
up and down ia the ſtreets: And its known, that our Princi- 
ple is, and hath been, not to revenge our ſelves; & it's known, 
that them chat you have numbredus amongſt, who never de- 
nyed the bearing of Sword nor outward Weapons, but whoſe 
Principle is to avenge themſelves. | 

Oh that you ſhould make no more diſtinction, and ſhould 
have no more conſideration : For it's Sin, and Wickedneſs, 
and Filthineſs chat we have alwayes declared againſt, that 
brings people to Ryots, and Plots, and tumultuous Meetings: 
Therefore, oh that the innocent ſhould be numbred amongſt 
ſuch, even we who ſeek the peace of all people, and the good 
of all men; and the Lord God Almighty judge for us, betwixt 
us and them that we are numbred amongſt, and plead our 
Cauſe; for we are given up to all the wild people in thy Domi - 
nions, that have neither mercy nor manhood , bur loſt the 
tate of very Nobility; for we have been a People-known in 
all thy Dominions, and in all thy Iſlands about it, and in ma- 


Goſpel, ſo that many have throngh the Goſpel been turned 
to God, yea the very Heathen ; d ewe ſhould be 
reckoned amongſt; a people whole Principle is io fight and 
ſwear upon occaſion, and to avenge themſelves, which aſto- 
_ niſhes all them which know it; Lbelieve., your own conſcien- 
ces tell you, that we are harmleſs, and would do you no harm 
nor hurt, but wiſh your god: Therefore how can you now: 
make us amends, and clear your ſelves in the ſight of Godffor 
bringing guilt of the innocent upon you, who are in God's 
hand, to whom we do commit our ſelves, our fouls, and cauſe, 
and innocency? and if we be thus wronged, the Lord is our 
Helper, and ve know we are in his hand; therefore can we 
give our backs to the ſmiter, and our cheeks and hair to chem 


- 
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chat will ſmite, andpluck it ofl. e But 


- But oh how we are grieved 8 who hath thus numbred 
us, and given us up to be a prey to the Wicked, and are put in 
your Declaration to beamongſ tlie Plotters and Fighters, ſo 
that in all parts, without Mercy or Compaſſion of Men or 
Women, young or old , wich Swords and Piſtols , Clubs and 
Staves, Dirt and Stones, they fall upon us; yea before Thy 
Declaration came out againſt us; but now the wicked rejoi- 
ces. 6 | 
But oh! our ſorrow and grief is for your own ſelves,though 
we do ſuffer on every hand; and many of our friends are made 
a prey upon by armed men, drawn out of houſes, and taken. 
up in the ſtreets to get money of them, under a pretence as 
taking of them up in ſuſpition , and making thy Name for a 
cover; and for money might many have their liberty: 
This is for the liberty of all bad people, now to ſpoil, 
and to make havock, and to make a gain upon the Inno- 
cent: Oh that we ſhould be thus ſold / and oh that violent 
men without mercy, and compaſſion, and diſtinction, you 
ſhould put the Sword into their hands: Therefore who ſhould 
order the multitude, who ſhould order the rude people, ho 
ſhould give underſtanding to the placing of Souldiers, and di- 
ſtinguiſn unto them what they ſhould lay the Sword upon, 
but you that have the Authority? Vengeance is the Lords, 
and he will repay it; we cannot revenge our ſelves, though by 
your Declaration we are publiſhed as amongſt the Plotters, 
to all Nations; but the Lord ſhall plead our Cauſe, to whom 
we commend our ſelves, and to the hearts of all People our 
Innocency appears, who trieth us : Therefore our defire is, 
let all the Priſoners be brought forth to a Tryal, out of their 
Holes and Dungeons; And all that lye in the Common- 
wealths Name before you; For there is a Teſtimony that we 
have been ſufferers by the Powers before you ; for that is for 
your honor to do Juſtice, and let Juſtice be done, and bt the 
Offenders be puniſhed, and let the Guiltleſs be ſer free. And 
now we muſt not meet to WorſhipGod,neither muſt we meet 
together to Edifie one another, according to the Apoſtles 
Doctrine, and ſtir up the gift in one another; they that ä 
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the Loed ſpoke often together, as you may read in. Malaciy; 
but this is forbidden, wee mult not meet. And did not the 
Council forbid the Apoſtles to ſpeak any more in the Name 


of Jeſus? and did not they preach up and down from houſe 


to houſe? and had not they Meetings in ſeveral houſes > And 
did not Pau! preach together two years in his own hired 
houſe, in the ſeat of the Emperor at Rome, | 


And now if you ſuſpect us, or have jealouſie of us, which 


vou need not, let men come in all our Meetings without vio- 
lence, and ſee our Order and manner of our ſpeaking in 


our Meetings. For it cannot be ſaid that we have forfeited 
our liberties which was given unto Tender Conſciences, ſo as 


to be numbred amongſt chem that are Fighters; Therefore 
take not away the Liberty that You have given to Tender 
Conſciences, that cannot defend themſelves with outward 
Weapons: For they that Fight and Kill, and riſe up with 
Carnal Weapons, and plot and riſe up againſ Brethren to 
kill; they cannot be ſaid to love Enemies. Therefore expoſe 
us not to all Kingdoms upon the Earth, nor number us among 
the Plotters; when many of us are to go into many Kingdoms 
and parts of the World, to declare the Everlaſting Truth and 
Goſpel, which is no diſgrace to thy Kingdom and Family, 
that there ſhould be a family of Prophets: in ic of the moſt 
High GOD: But if we be numbred. amangſ Plotters and 


Fighters, who never were any Platters, which was never our 
Principle; yet in truth we are thergulterers,, and have ſuffer- 
d all things for Chriſt the Ele& ſake, and do keep to Tea and 


Nuay in allour Communications; who deſeres- that our lives 

onely may preach. to all people upon the Barth. So this we 
: defre op the. violence of the rude people, this will not he to 
Tour diſgrace: Stop the vlolence of the Souldiers, that wee 
may not be made a. preꝝ upon, nor abuſed, who cannot de- 
fend our ſelves. aon them; for you have our Tribute and 
Aſſeſſments: And you know this we might have our liberty 
in Turkey, as both Chriſtians and Fews have, and other parts 
of the world: And jet not our Meetings be broken up, but let 
us have our Meerings peac eable in the feet of the Lord God, 


Ss 


and 
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ins ediſſe öne another to pray in te Holy Ghoſt, and g 
build up one another in the holy Faith: For fat bod weit 
it do you to caſt us into Priſon, and to make your ſelves EA. 
amples to other Nations and Kingdoms for ſo doing? Woal, 
12 ſeparate us from the love of God which we have in Chriſt 
el us? 


| London, 16 day, 11 From fries de of 77 uh 444 
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Oh KING! 


TE would have thee to do nothing Be  thyPro: 
S/% # ſperity and Nobiliry. Oh! Ba i e 
been done, as is done tous, ( who 

cent People, and Thy Friends, and not Thy Eren 
all che Princes in Chriſtendom, to mingle the Ian 


and have examin 
2. 


High God, ok he Meetings of ſuch who t 

0 cilf upon his Name from a pure eärt, 
and are gathered togethet in the Name of Jeſus : Nor let. 
will not be for thy own conifort with the Lord in tie end, for 


rodeſtroy and wafte, and let up the rude pedple upon tiſe meek 


up- 


| 1 3 
ypright in heart, for what Me You have done more apainft 
us, if we had been as the Plotters and Fighters, and ſuch as wil 
take Covenants, and ſwear, and break them upon occaſion? 
For our Principle is known (I believe) throughout all 'Chri-+ 
ſtendom, and many other parts of the World, That we can 
neither bear Arms, nor Swear; And I believe that Thou in 
Thy Conſcience hath a Teſtimony ſo for us, and believes the 
ſame. And now the Prifons in every place is filling, and many 
naw full with the innocent and meek of the Earth, and the 
Lambs of Chriſt, which cannot defend themſelves, which many 
now in Thy Name will diſnonor themſelves with, or through 
their violence and cruelty againſt them; and honeſt men com- 
ing out of the Countrey about their buſineſs, being Tradeſ- 
men, are taken up, and the Oath put to thoſe whom they 
know for Conſcience- ſake cannot ſwear, and fo are caſt in pri- 
ſon, and made a prey upon. 3 

Oh that any ſuch things ſhould proceed from thoſe called 
Chriſtians, ſeeing that the Chriſtians in the primitive times, 
were not to ſwear at all, being forbidden by Chriſt, Matth. 5. 
and by the Apoſtle, as 7am. 5. | 3 1 

But the Lord is our Cod, who will plead our Cauſe, who 
hath the hearts of all Kings and men in his hand: But oh that 
we ſhould find ſuch things among you that have been ſuffer- 
ers by the ſame as we have ſuffered before you / And oh that 
ſach cruel impriſonments & havock ſhould be found amongſt 
them that are called Reformed Churches / But we do appeal in 
our Cauſe to God, and to the Witneſs of God in all your con- 
ſciences, that theſe things will not he to your honor in the 
fight of God, in the end: Nevertheleſs, if thou wilt do that 
favour, as to let half a dozen, or half a ſcore , or what num 
ber thou pleaſeſt, come before Thee, that Thou mayeſt be fur- 
ther ſatisfied concerning us, before You act ſo againſt us. Oh 
the violence that is acted in the Countreys and Cities/for now 
have the wicked people their hearts deſire, this is the day they 
looked for; they would have had this of the changeable Pow- 
ers that were before Thee, though under cruel ſufferings and 
whippings, and baniſhmeats, and impriſonments until * | 
whic 
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which we ſuffered by them; and many Petitions and Addreſſes 
there were to them, againſt us, whom God did reſtrain from a 
general falling upon us, Nevertheleſs, we cannot look that 
theſe things are altogether in thine own heart to be inflicted 


upon us; For if thou didſt but know the ufage of men and 


women, which is not within the bounds of modeſty to menti- 
on; and if thou didſt but know what a prey we are made of, it 
could not but break Thy heart, or the heart of any Chriſtian 
Prince upon the Earth. Is not the Seed of the Church known 
in Perſecution? Conſider, what wouldſt Thou have done to 
Peter and john, when they ſpoke in the Name of Jeſus after the 
Council had forbidden them, and they met in ſeveral Houſes, 
which is called the Infancy of the Church? But that theſe 
things ſhould be found amongſt them that think they are in 
fullerage/Oh thatChriſtians ſhould ſtopChriſtians for meeting 
together to worſhip God ! Oh that ever it ſhould be ſaid thar 
ſach things ſhould be amongſt Chriſtians in Chriſtendom! that 
they ſhould be reſtrained from meeting together, to build up 
one another in the moſt holy Faith,which is according to God 
and Chriſt , and the Apoſtles Commands, as it is declared in 
the Scriptures of Truth, Therefore let theſe things be con- 
ſidered; for Priſons and Dungeons are ſo full, that Friends 
can ſcarce ſit or lye. Therefore, oh that honeſt men, and ſuch 


as love Peace and Righteouſneſs, and Thy good, and all mens, 


ſhould ſee this day ! Weare againſt violence and plots, and 
we that be riſen with Chriſt , ſecł thoſe things which are above, 
where Wars and Fightings, Strife and Plots are not, but they 
are below, and in the Fall from God. And this we ſay, which 
is more to us then an Oath, 

Henry Fell. 


THE END. 


